ABSTRACT
INTRODUCTION
For more than five decades, ponderosa pine (Pinus ponderosa Laws.) has been the preferred species for reforesting burned and cut-over areas in many of the warmer and drier portions of the Northern Rockies. Because of its high timber value, ease of establishment, dependable growth rates, and lower susceptibility to insects and disease, this tree is usually preferred to other species. Although researchers have reported on susceptibility to snow damage of various conifers in the Western United States (Kangur 1973; Leaphart and others 1972;  Schmidt and Schmidt 1979; Watt 1951 Watt , 1960 Williams 1966) , we could find no reports of damage by snowpack to ponderosa pine in the Northern Rockies. Snow damage to ponderosa pine has been reported in California (Powers and Oliver 1970) and Arizona (Ffolliott and Thompson 1976; Schubert 1971 Once deformed, the pine's height growth is reduced (Rehfeldt 1987; Williams 1966) , compression wood forms on the downhill side of the stem (Panshin and others 1964) 
